[Movement of Na+ and Cl- across the isolated fetal rat stomach].
Unidirectional and net isotopic fluxes of Na+ and Cl- were determined at steady state across isolated stomach of rat fetuses on days 19 and 21. On day 19, when parietal cells are not yet functional, net absorptions of Na+ and Cl- (respectively: 3.8 +/- 1.1 and 5.2 +/- 1.7 mu eq X h-1 X cm-2) were observed. By contrast, active secretion of Cl- (-2.1 +/- 1.8 mu eq X h-1 X cm-2) associated with decreased absorption of Na+ (45%) was noted on day 21, and both Na+ and Cl- net movements accounted for the short-circuit current, as observed on adult gastric mucosa. These results show that Na+ active absorption precedes Cl- secretion in fetal rat at the time of parietal cells differenciation.